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again embarked for St. Johns, and landing at his former encampment, about a mile and a half from the Fort, he dispatched a force of five hundred men, to execute the service formerly entrusted to Ritzma, which at this time was more successfully performed. The place was now invested; on the 18th, a battery, eight hundred yards distant from the works, was erected on a point of land commanding the Fort, the ship yards, and an armed schooner abreast of the Fort. Another, at six hundred yards, in the woods, on the east side, was thrown up on the 22d, provided with two small mortars. During the erection of these batteries, the enemy kept up an incessant fire upon the fatigue parties, by which some men were killed, and a great number wounded. This fire was feebly returned from such of the guns as were mounted, owing to the scantiness of ammunition.
At this juncture, Captain Lamb arrived, bringing a small but welcome supply of military stores $ and having, on the 26th, bedded a thirteen inch mortar, he commenced a fire of shot and shells upon the Fort* The distance was too great, and the positions of the batteries were ill chosen. A detachment of one hundred and fifty men had, on the 17th, been sent to Chamblee, a post down the river, twelve miles from St Johns; these, at a short distance below the Fort, were attacked in front by a party of Indians, and annoyed in flank, by the fire of two batteaux, armed with swivels, who kept up a discharge of grape shot, which compelled them to retreat. During this skirmish, the American flotilla, and the batteries, commenced a fire upon the batteaux, in support of the detached party, and a twelve pound shot, striking one of
* To show in what estimation Capt. Lamb was, even in this early stage of the campaign, held as an officer 5 the following extract of a letter from General Schuyler, to the Commander in Chief, is given:
TICONDERO&A, 20th Sept. 1775.
" And I suppose the Artillery Company under Capt. Lamb, will join them to-day. These last were indispensably necessary, as we had none that knew any thing of the matter."